To: JCRA Board
Cc: D Gittings, K Bird, Mayor Burton, Janis Olbina, Barry Wilson
Subject: Aspen Forest Mini Soccer field expansion
As part of information sharing with our resident association members and for the benefit
of any interested person in the community, below is a summary of the comments and
concerns expressed at a recent Open House conducted by Oakville Parks and Open
Spaces with regard to a mini soccer field expansion proposal off Aspen Forest.
This summary will be distributed to any interested resident or Town official unable to
attend the meeting for information purposes and posted on the JCRA website for
community access.
The key issues and concerns associated with the proposal expressed by the residents in
attendance can be summarized as follows:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Increased traffic on a neighbourhood street
The location of the Parking facilities on the site
Landscaping associated with the project
Community consultation process and communication

Increased traffic on a neighbourhood street
• The current traffic on soccer nights is challenging with cars doing u turns,
congestion and the curve of the road creating blind spots.
• The addition of 2 more fields is projected to increase the number of visitors to the
street to 90 from 30 and some felt this is a conservative estimate if more than one
game is being played on each field each night (due to changeover traffic)
• Residents were surprised to hear a traffic study has not been done before
proposing 2 more fields.
• There were no Town suggestions on how they will calm the traffic, but traffic
calming measures are necessary to ensure a safe road for visitors and residents; it
is after all a neighbourhood road.
• Would the Town comment on the viability of Aspen Forest becoming a one way
street addressing both safety and increasing street parking?
• Will emergency vehicle access be compromised by the increase in traffic?

• Can the Town insist that no more than 2 fields are played on one night to reduce
the traffic?
The location of the Parking facilities on the site
The proposed parking area raised concerns in the following areas:
• Do the concept drawings have the depth correct as it shows about 32 parking
spaces in an area that does not have the actual depth for it.
• How many spaces are necessary?
• Why is the parking lot in Concept 1 eliminating landscaping which currently hides
the view of the railway transfer boxes?
• Can the parking lot be turned to run alongside the tracks and landscaped to hide
the parking from the resident view?
• Why is the parking lot not allowing for a turnaround which could eliminate people
trying to back out onto the street?
• Is there a way to park closer to the mini fields by accessing from Winston
Churchill? Could this be negotiated?
• Can a less visibly intrusive entry to the parking be created?
• What methods could be taken to improve and potentially increase street parking
i.e. proper markings to supplement a parking lot( which therefore could be
smaller)
• Will the parking be gated off in off season?
Landscaping associated with the project
• Landscaping is a key to making the addition of a parking lot viable!
• Can a detailed site plan showing existing trees that will be preserved and
additional berms/ trees be provided?
• What steps will be taken to address the water run off on the southwest corner of
the park running behind the Claremont homes?
• Will the Town put a children’s playground on the lands?
Community consultation process and communication
• The Town was proposing to go to tender in June but the residents only got notice
in May. Residents were frustrated notice was not given sooner (including the Open
House) as new residents were not aware of the 1999 plan for an additional soccer
field.
• The notice sent out did not include the concept drawings and did not go to all the
residents on Claremont and Aspen Forest, causing individuals to be concerned that
others, who may have concerns, have not been made aware.
• Why did the notice not explain the process for approval to the residents or clarify
it was budgeted for in 2010 based on 1999 plan for an additional soccer field?

JCRA recommendations:
The Open Space staff and our Town Counselors patiently listened to the concerns of the
residents. For future consideration, it may have been more productive to record concerns
and suggestions as they were made on a flip chart, so as residents arrived they could join
the conversation and add their perspective more easily.
JCRA recognizes that there is a need for soccer fields and local fields will help reduce the
amount of driving families have to do to get to soccer.
JCRA suggests that the Town arrange for additional consultation to address the valid
questions/ concerns and suggestions of the residents and to provide them with an
opportunity to participate in formulating a more comprehensive site plan that will best
address their concerns.
The additional consultation will ensure that when the soccer fields are added, the best
design for preserving and enhancing the natural area, integrating the parking and
ensuring road safety is achieved.
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